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September 12, 2008
Via .Email and Fax
G. Flint Taylor
PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE

1180 N. Milwaukee
Chicago, Illinois 60622

Re: Patterson v. Burge Settlement Proposal

| FRE 408 Communication

l. Dear Counsel:

The purpose of this letter is to seek a resolution of the present Attorneys’ Fees
dispute in the Patterson v. Burge.

Aaron Patterson has proposed a settlement offer that the Avila Group is willing to
accept. In addition to what the Court has awarded us, Mr. Patterson will pay us
$250,000 to drop the appeal and waive all liens on the County case. He will also
pay the People’s Law Office $23,785 for your costs. I have enclosed his
handwritten proposal to this effect.

Thus, if you accept this proposal, the People’s Law Office will earn 1,004,771.00.
By any measure, this is very good compensation on a case in which you withdrew
from over two (2) yeats ago.

The Avila Group is willing to do this deal and drop our appeal if you agree to
withdraw your Motion for Reconsideration. 1f Judge Gottschal amends her Order,
and the Avila Group gets less money, we will continue our 7" Circuit Appeal and
make every effort to stay all the money in the Court Registry. So time is of the

€ssence.

Please let me know by Tuesday, September 16, 2008 if you will agree to this
settlement proposal.

A 7_/ |
%
Adam Loewy ?

Sincerely,

/




Q-Qvft \mm»u

= e;a-:—a‘z-zaoe ea:il PM INHER.CITY,YOUTH. FOUND TT362406803 P.g1l

W\g\mww&“ i gy

O\L u\umk:ﬁ«w ’&5

BTN S)GM

T W\&‘ﬂ\wum’f‘ wﬂdtm

Av\wws 51y ] j &‘3 g o\wu.m on Q%;

'_i(’\o Mso m

)
X
l
. ....1
l

j

A]P 5 l %5 SOO

] M 3% 006 Lom%b

— \L\(oS %06 gwao\u&_
3}33500 -
l' = '20, 600 \.Omb :
. 30*13 50 . |
—- ;st,oob M\LAQ@
| 1‘7% sw

=\ 579,060 (\s'rdu@

1 \‘H‘hs

[ A

)AV\LA ws '
. 1‘50 000

- %935,94

X 1%5'@¢*a§j@

A bilace




>,-. 9'-'P B2- 2999 09:18 PM INMER.CITY,YOUTH.FOUND TT56248803 P.&2

(ae\'\m B ) |
@ g- \“LA %ﬂbup m.&f éﬂ_bp ﬁ-ﬂ)ﬁai Fdsbv:h

> ophon W A! o
8 Avla i p W dl‘lb Wooim fo anm»jm

*&1 %SPStxo w} i”.tl{’APP“'Q 3“?‘*" Ao p/3?23

. "..; o huila ko qo b0 cmk o bl Sude o g
Q\W\ Couk ondan 40 \US\“C f«&' J\\-ew’ wo'h F\IWS
SR B "4 %ms‘ﬁp;\ vigh with ~Eyawms ﬁ)
| 1 Wﬂﬁj W VR on o COM VIS
b e Aas B.mg -~ ¥ éuf:j 1“;3“1
ti W\\vax W M-\‘o mdte Aesmumk o \}'5\'\'

Twﬂomﬁuﬂa&pv‘ﬂg MM‘

kcmk«ww docrtsit wn \hX ha ~ yone W
Mo&lkﬂx\?i&u \\Qmmlw et

*AWMM m@m cmwmsgmm

Q\ﬁ }~ sddtimd Tt
M‘“::uﬁmﬁs’cw %u:m ocpm tu» ‘@’ A®

h%\u. )(o‘ . ‘ .

§ \Ks A\ Luos S0 2 k.
i WM 3 -1s GO(A\:M!@ v
- TafEgo
s 23’ 135 cmﬁws&@w) /
1;\% S
~" (60, 00D (;Jkom /

caal 4 0‘“;'“9 AP - (’M\Aww .




D, :‘- 5\»% Golfchall " ool B bk Segk 4%~
M A el gad b b et fo b0 Judg Pano we
Dol e el how R Big Sely -
| ‘ Al il Shedd No’n{éj 503-!31, Phat “he wﬂ,d_ﬂﬁp )qﬂwo}g
o }\N.és(% n&nw-.?\l? 's Mﬂt,l)%gﬁ% R
S e Ry eedl coud b o mvwwwsﬁ
b e A A | |
| ot Bonn A Somabe e Dagn oo, fhan Vit
el A Tt p,age oﬁﬁak‘_wesbi{; %AM |
5 Ve umis o hopd ¢ yiousy fank Sloy cam gk mo
ey S&?ﬁko@ ke qrodmes b atunipess~ foh
B Rtopd —aad ek Goen ot duu mavey — and PO
e Moy e ¥ kppwd — and ok on down e, ondd |
L T ek e ef o Bs Moo —‘Em»*fo.i?ﬁ |
Ko ok et s A\oﬁ%m_cw&w d‘?fm hoe for




X JpEopLEJ I.AW OFFICE "t ;. Mﬂm%
5pove-

u far- ;
[’*'55'9 7 F’{ 2
L g P s g 00
MBI, Deutsch- - e Ak PEJOPIGSLaw@aolcom
Ben H.-Elson. R . i . C - : i
Janine L. Hoft
Joey L. Mogul~
John L, Stainthorp. .~
Jan Susler
G. Flint Taylor, Jr.
Erica L. Thompsqn_ N . c . , )
Of Counsel o to L
JeﬁreyHljgas R Septembetr 187, 2_008»1
A'u on Pattelson #2] 6664 424
PO Box 2068 .
Inez, Kentucky 41224
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227 W. Monroe Street, Suite 20000 - - CONFIDENTIAL
Chicago, 1. 60606 . | ' - Via e mail
Barry & Loewy LLP"

The Frost Tower o
401 Congress Avenue, Suite 1540,
Austin, Texas 78701 '

Arthur S. Gold

11 S. LaSalle Street
Suite 2402 .
Chicago, 1L 60603

Dear Sirs!

 We are writing to respond to the tentative proposals that have been tendered to us
" concerning the ongoing attorneys’ fees and costs dispute between the People’s Law
Office/Willis and the Avila Group; between Waliace “Gator” Bradley and the Avila.
61 oup; and between and among P]amuff Pattelson the Avila Group, and Bradley.-

Tho proposed. “ag1 eement” as is set forth i in, the hand written document(s)
apparently written by Plaintiff Patterson and faxed to us on Septembel 5, 2008 by Frank
Avila, and subsequently sent again by Adam Loewy, as well as in the documents )
pr ev1ously sent to us by Bradley aftorney -Arthur Gold, appears to be, in‘essence, a -
proposed agreement between and among Plaintiff Patterson, the Avila Group-and
Wallace Bradley by which Patterson gets immediate access to the remainder of his
settlement money, without an Avila Group appeal, in exchange for giving the Avila
Group an undeserved fees windfall of $488,000.- - - $250,000 directly to Avila, and
another $238 000 for the work of the Group’s 1cta1ncd par a]egal Mr. Bradley. .While this -

© < o mee :




R pl oposﬂ seems completely lop31ded n f'wm of the Avila Gloup --- Pﬂttex son glVCS up T

“nearly $500,000 to avoid a frivolous appeal that is not even ripe yet'- - - we can not’
with competent conﬂlct free counsel concemmg the ploposal before signing.

Thus, the 0p01 aUve terms of the proposed agreemcnt between and among = . . .
Patterson, Bradley, and the Avila Group do not require our consent to consummate. We.
have, as recently as September 4, 2008, stated in Court filipngs our position that Mr.
Patterson should have immediate access to the entire remainder of his 2/3 portion of the.
settlement money, minus our $23,785 in costs. Hence, we need not agree to anything -

- additional in order to meet Patterson’s proposal that we not challenge the Judge’s

decision that he receive 2/3 of the settlement monies and that he immediately obtain the . .

oppose those terms so long as Mr. ‘Patterson has been afforded the opportumty to consult-

- remainder of this money and distribute it however he sees fit - - - including to the Avila -

Group and their paralegal, if the Court so approves it.

' Nonetheless, the Avila Group, in its letter from Adam Loewy of September 12,
2008, seeks to.add an additional term which is neither contemplatcd in Mr. Patterson’s .
proposal nor furthers his interests - - - that PLO/Willis give up its Motion to Reconsider
and right to appeal the manner in which the Judge apportioned the 1/3 total fees amount
between PLO/Willis and the Avila Group - - - in exchange for nothing of value. As

_ immediate access to all of the remainder of his Court determined money - - - which will .

in turn pave the way for the Avila Group to get its $488,000 windfall, assuming the Court

|
_ - explained above, we have alrcady vo]untarﬂy agreed to that-which M. Patterson seeks < -

finds the agreemert to be in good faith and made after Mr. Patterson has been afforded
competent, conflict free legal advice on the. matter. Moreover, if we were to accede to the
* Avila Group’s added term, we would get only 45.5% of the total fees, ($980,985), plus
$23,785 in costs, while the Avila Group would get 54.5% of the fees ($1,173 ,514) - --
obviously a complete-injustice given that Judge Gottschall specifically found that

. PLO/Willis obtained 80% of the 1esults and did 67% of the wotk in Patterson’s case:

Please 1mmed1atcly inform us whenhf you and the other parties consummate an
agl eement and mtend to p1esent it to the Court for approval.

cc: Wallace “Gator” Bradley R S * Submitted byz )
Demitrus Evans : R
' 'PLO/WiIlis, ,
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IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS ——
FOR THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT
Nos. 08-3241, 09-1076
AARON PATTERSON,
Plaintiff,
V. |
FORMER CHICAGO POLICE LT JON Appeal from the Uniteq States
B etal, District Court for the Northery
Defendants, District of IHmo:s, Eastern Division
No.03 ¢ 4433
APPEAL OF:
Joan B, Gottschaﬂ, Distriet Judge
AVILA & TOMIC L1 and
BARRY & LOEWY L1 p
CROSS APPEAL OF:
PEOPLE’s LAW OFFICE ‘




accordance with Judge Gottschal’s Amended Order , then the PEOPLE’S LAW

OFFICE shall return to Aaron Patterson the $350,000.00 they will be holding,

By:
DEMITRUS EVANS
ON BEHALF OF AARON PATTERSON

ADAM J. LOEWY
ON BEHALF OF AP, OSS APPELLEE,
BARRY & LOEWY LLP

J
F OF APPELLANT CROSS APPELLEE,

AVILA & TOMICLLC

By:
JOHN STAINTHORP

ON BEHALF OF APPELLEE CROSS-APPELLANT,
PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE




IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT
Nos. 08-3241, 09-1076

AARON PATTERSON,
Plaintiff,
V.

FORMER CHICAGO POLICE LT.JON | o 0scal from the United States

BURGHE, et al., A District Court for the Northern
District of Illinois, Eastern Division

Defendants.
No. 03 C 4433
APPEAL OF:
Joan B. Gottschall, District Judge
.. AVILA & TOMIC LLC and
BARRY & LOEWY LLP
CROSS APPEAL OF:

PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE

COMPROMISE, SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT

This Agreement is made this the _]ﬂ ‘%ay of March, 2009 by and between: (a)
PLAINTIFF, APPELLEE, AARON PATTERSON (referred to herein as AARON
PATTERSON?”); (b) APPELLANTS CROSS-APPELLEES, AVILA & TOMIC LLC, and
BARRY & LOEWY LLP (referred to herein as the “AVILA GROUP”) and (c) APPELLEE
CROSS-APPELLANTS, THE PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE, STANDISH WILLIS and
DEMETRUS EVANS (referred to herein as “PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE”) (collectively, the
“PARTIES”), to distribute $2,837,536 currently being held for the parties to this agreement

in the United States District Court Registry in this case, plus interest which has accrued on




that amount since the money has been in said account. Said PARTIES hereby mutually
represent, acknowledge, stipulate, covenant, cohtract and agree as follows:

(1) APPELLEE. AARONPATTERSON is the PLAINTIFF in Cause No. 1:03-
CV-04433, which resulted in a Five Million Dollar settlement with the City of Chicégo
Defendants, which was officially settled in early January 2008. A dispute then arose
regarding Attorney’s Fees owed between and among the PARTIES, which has resulted in the
current appeals that are now pending before the United States Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit , Cause Nos. 08-3241 and 09-1076 (hereinafter called the “APPEALS”).

(2) APPELLANTS. AVILA & TOMIC LLC, and BARRY & LOEWY LLP are

the two law firms (collectively, “AVILA GROUP”) that represented AARON PATTERSON
at the time that a portion of his civil case was settled with the City of Chicago for Five
Million Dollars and are pursuing APPEAL No. 08-3241.

(3) CROSS-APPELLANTS. THE PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE previously

represented AARON PATTERSON in his civil lawsuit with the City of Chicago and is
pursuing a CROSS-APPEAL No. 09-1076.

(4) AGREEMENT. The PARTIES have agreed to settle this appeal on the

following terms:

a. AARON PATTERSON has agreed to pay the AVILA GROUP Three-
Hundred-Fifty Thousand Dollars ($350,000.00) via a CERTIFIED check in consideration for
the AVILA GROUP dismissing this appeal and taking the mbney awarded to them in Judge

Gottschall’s Amended Order of December 23, 2008. This CERTIFIED check shall be




delivered to THE PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE and placed in the PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE
TRUST ACCOUNT, and the PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE shall confirm, in writing, that the
CERTIFIED check has cleared and the money is in the account.

b. Upon confirmation by the PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE that the
CERTIFIED check of $350,000 has cleared, all PARTIES will immediately notify the 7™
Circuit Court of Appeals that this dispute has been settled and that all parties wish to drop
the appeal and cross-appeal. THE PARTIES will then motion the 7% Circuit Court of
Appeals to dismiss the appeal and cross-appeal and remand the case to the District Court for
distribution of the money presently in the District Court Registry in accordance with the
Honorable District Judge Gottschall’s Amended Attorney’s Fees Order of December 23,
2008 (Docket No. 1051).

(5)  DISTRIBUTION OF DISPUTED MONIES. Following the events in Clause

No. 4, the PARTIES will motion the United States District Court to distribute $2,837,536
(plus interest) of the money in the Court Registry pursuant to Judge Gottschall’s Amended
Attorneys Fees Order of December 23, 2008 (Docket No. 1051 ). Specifically, the PARTIES
will request that the Court order the distribution of the money as follows:

i. AARON PATTERSON shall receive from the funds in the registry One
Million One Hundred Forty Seven Thousand, ‘Two Hundred Fifty One Dollars
($1,147,251.00) plus all interest which has accrued on the entire amount in the registry since
the money was deposited in June 2008 by the City of Chicago, plus Eight Thousand Seven

Hundred and Eighty Five Dollars ($8,785.00) in refunded costs from the People’s law Office;




ii. PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE shall receive One Million One Hundred Seventy
Two Thousand, and Sixty-Three Dollars as attorneys’ fees and Twenty Three Thousand
Seven Hundred and Eighty Five Dollars in costs, for a total of One Million One Hundred
Ninety Five Thousand, Eight Hundred and Forty Eight Dollars ($1,195,848.00), of which it
will refund Eight Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty Five Dollars in costs ($8,785.00) to
Aaron Patterson; and

iii. AVILA GROUP shall receive Four-Hundred-Ninety-Four Thousand, Four-
Hundred-Thirty-Seven dollars ($494,437.00). The AVILA GROUP is not receiving any
costs as part of this Agreement.

(6) DISTRIBUTION OF MONEY TO AVILA GROUP. On the day that the

District Court orders the release of the money in Clause No. 5, the PEOPLE’S LAW
OFFICE shall draft a CERTIFIED check for Three-Hundred-Fifty Thousand Dollars
($350,000.00) and make it payable to “Avila Tomic LLC and Barry & Loewy LLP.”
THE PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE shall make plans to meet a representative of the AVILA
GROUP and deliver the CERTIFIED check. In the event that the PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE
fails to deliver this CERTIFIED check, the AVILA GROUP will immediately notify both the
7™ Circuit Court of Appeals and United States District Court for the lNorthern District of
Illinois that the PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE is in breach of this Agreement, and the AVILA
GROUP will seek all available remedies under Iilinois and Federal law. The PEOPLE’S

LAW OFFICE acknowledges and agrees that the delivery of the $350,000 CERTIFIED




check is a material term of this agreement and failure to deliver the CERTIFIED check
constitutes a material breach of this Agreement.

(7) CONFIDENTIALITY. The PARTIES all agree that this Agreement shall be

strictly CONFIDENTIAL and the PARTIES agree they will not disclose the terms of the
Agreement to any person, unless ordered to do so by court order. The PARTIES also agreé
that they will not disclose the terms of the Agreement to the media. The PARTIES will not
disclose the terms of this Agreement to any Court, unless a Court so orders, but, rather, will
simply state “the appeal has been settled and the parties wish to have the money distributed
pursuant to the District Court’s Amended Attorney’s Fees Order of December 23, 2008.”

(7) COOK COUNTY CASE LIENS. In consideration of the foregoing, and asa

material term of this Agreement, the AVILA GROUP and THE PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE
will relinquish all liens and rights in any future legal action involving Aaron Patterson versus
Cook County and related entities. The AVILA GROUP and THE PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE
both agree that neither law firm has any claims to any settlement and or proceeds from the
County case.

(83) EFFECTUATION INSTRUMENTS. The PARTIES each hereto agree to

take any and all action as may be reasonably necessary or required to cause the “Agreed
Motion for Total Disbursement of City Settlement Proceeds From the Court’s Registry” to be
entered and shall execute any and all instruments as may be necessary or required to
effectuate all of the other terms aﬁd provisions of this Agreement. Further, the PARTIES

hereto agree to fully cooperate in drafting and filing with the Courts any additional




documents as may be reasonably necessary or required to fulfill the terms and spirit of this

Agreement.

(99 AUTHORITY TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENT. ALL PARTIES agree,

covenant, represent and stipulate that each party is fully authorized in all respects to enter
into this Agreement and that no approval, consent or agreement of any party or entity not a
signatory hereto is required for this Agreement and all of its provisions to be effective and
binding.

(10) ADVICE OF COUNSEL. THE PARTIES hereto acknowledge that they have

entered into this Agreement after fully and carefully reviewing the same and after receiving
the advice and counsel of their respective attorneys, that they each fully understand all the
terms and provisions of this Agreement, the spirit of this Agreement, and all of the
Agreement’s implications, and that all of the terms and provisions herein have Been
explained to them by their respective attorneys.

(11) COMPLETE AGREEMENT. This Agreement constitutes the full, complete

and final Agreement between the Parties hereto. There are no other agreements between the
Parties hereto, expressed or implied. This Agreement may not be modified except by
instrument in writing signed by all of the Parties hereto.

(12) SEVERABILITY. The PARTIES hereto agree that if any provision of this

Agreement is held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable under present or future laws
effective during the term of this Agreement, such provision(s) shall be fully severable, this

Agreement shall be construed and enforced as if such illegal, invalid or unenforceable




provision had never been comprised as a part of this Agreement, and that the remaining
provisions of this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect and shall not be affected
by the illegal, invalid or unenforceable provision or by its severance from this Agreement.
Furthermore, in lieu of each such illegal, invalid or unenforceable provision, the PARTIES
agree to use all good faith efforts to add a provision as similar in terms to such illegal, invalid

or unenforceable provision as may be possible and be legal, valid and enforceable.

(13) BINDING EFFECT. The PARTIES hereto agree that this Agreement shall be
binding on, and inure to the benefit of, the heirs, representatives, successors and assigns of
each of the Parties hereto.

(14) YOLUNTARY AGREEMENT. The PARTIES hereto agrees that they have

carefully read this Agreement or had it read to them and know the contents hereof and that
they signed same freely and voluntarily.

) o+
DATED and EFFECTIVE on this the | & “4ay of March, 2009.

By:
PLAINTIFF
APPELLEE
AARON PATTERSON
By:
DEMITRUS EVANS

ON BEHALF OF AARON PATTERSON




A

ADAM J. LOEWY
ON BEHALF OF APPE «NT CROSS APPELLEE,

ON BEHALF OF APPELLANT CROSS APPELLEE
AVILA & TOMIC LLC

JOHN STAINTHORP
ON BEHALF OF APPELLEE CROSS-APPELLANT,
PEOPLE’S LAW OFFICE




ACKNOWLEDGMENT

THE STATE OF '
' Know all men by these presents

COUNTY OF :

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, on this day personally appeared
AARON PATTERSON, known to me to be the perso¥1 whose name is subscribed to the
foregoing “Compromise, Settlement and Release Agreement”, who being by me duly sworn
on his oath acknowledged to me that he executed the same in the capacities and for the
purposes and consideration therein expressed. Additionally, said AARON PATTERSON
further testified and verified that all factual recitations, representations, affirmations and
acknowledgments set forth in said "Compromise Settlement and Release Agreement" are all

true and correct, and within his personal knowledge.

AARON PATTERSON

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME by AARON PATTERSON on
the day of January, 2009, to certify which witness my hand and official seal.

NOTARY PUBLIC, in and for the
STATE OF




